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• SB 379 Mandates Objective and 
requirements

• Timelines and deadlines to comply and 
implement 

• Grants for Instant solar permitting



Residential Solar Permit Reporting – SB 379 and the California Automated Permit Processing Program
Lucio Hernandez
April 22, 2024

California Energy Commission



Senate Bill 379 Overview

5

Who?

California cities & counties 
(with exemptions)

 

What?
Implement an online, automated 

permitting platform such as 
SolarAPP+ and Symbium

 

When?
By September 30, 2023 or 

September 30, 2024 (depending 
on population size)

 

Senate Bill 379 (Wiener, Chapter 
356, Statutes of 2022)

• Adopted guidelines for annual reporting 
• Residential Solar Permit Reporting – SB 379

CEC Role

https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-topics/programs/residential-solar-permit-reporting-sb-379


SB 379 Exemptions
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Who? Threshold

City •Population fewer than 5,000

Example •City of Truckee (Population ~16,000)

County •Population fewer than 150,000 (includes population of 
cities within)

Example •Nevada County (Population ~97,000)



Annual Reporting

Data Submission to the CEC:
Authorized representatives of non-exempt reporting jurisdictions shall provide information to the Energy Commission that satisfies the requirements of SB 379

Submission deadlines:
Non-exempt reporting jurisdictions shall submit annual reports by June 30th every year following compliance until June 30, 2034

Data Reporting:
Data shall cover the previous calendar year from January 1 – December 31

7

SB 379: “The Energy 
Commission shall set 
guidelines…for 
jurisdictions to report on 
the number of permits 
issued and the relevant 
characteristics of those 
systems.” 



CEC Data Submission Portal

8https://datasubmission.energy.ca.gov/RSPR/Report 

https://datasubmission.energy.ca.gov/RSPR/Report


SB 379 Solar Permit Annual Reports
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Residential Solar Permitting Program 
Dashboard
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https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-topics/programs/residential-solar-permit-reporting-sb-379/residential-solar-permitting



California Automated Permit 
Processing (CalAPP) Program 



CalAPP Program Overview
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Eligibility
All incorporated California cities 

(482) and counties (58)

 

What?
Grant program for cities, 
counties, or cities and 

counties to establish online 
solar permitting

 

Deadline
May 1, 2024

 

Senate Bill 129 (Skinner, Budget Act of 2021)

Budget: $20 million (up to $1 million for admin costs) 

Funding 
Structure 

$40,000 - $100,000

Application Form: 
https://www.energy.ca.gov/calapp 

 

https://www.energy.ca.gov/calapp


CalAPP Numbers to Date
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• Applications 
• 331 applications submitted
• 327 agreements awarded

• Funding
• $18,100,000 encumbered
• $900,000 remaining

Jurisdictions using CalAPP 
funds to assist with the 
adoption or implementation 
of an online, automated 
platform issuing solar 
permits in real time



Next Steps & More Information

• May 1, 2024: CalAPP Application deadline to reserve funding

• CalAPP Program webpage: https://www.energy.ca.gov/calapp 
• Application Form accessible from this page

• SB 379 webpage: https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-
topics/programs/residential-solar-permit-reporting-sb-379 

• Please join the CalAPP email list topic, available from our webpage or at 
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/CNRA/signup/31719 

• CEC Contact: calapp@energy.ca.gov 
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https://www.energy.ca.gov/calapp
https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-topics/programs/residential-solar-permit-reporting-sb-379
https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-topics/programs/residential-solar-permit-reporting-sb-379
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/CNRA/signup/31719
mailto:calapp@energy.ca.gov
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Customer Experience
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Population of almost ½ million
Required to comply by October 2023
Steps we followed:

1. Adjusted the residential PV and ESS city permit fees in accordance with mandate
2. Trained and established a team of expert “permit technicians” to address the 

large number of expected submittals
3. Updated the existing checklists
4. Hired a consultant and developed a portal that applicants can pay and process 

their PV, ESS, and EVCS projects in real time
5. Applied and awarded a grant of $100,000 from the CA Energy Commission (CEC)
6. Demonstrated the system and passed the CEC audit
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https://www.longbeach.gov/lbcd/building/permit-center/solar-permit/

https://www.longbeach.gov/lbcd/building/permit-center/solar-permit/
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Permit Statistics Since October 2023

3

Photovoltaic System (PV) 424

Energy Storage System (ESS) 16

Electrical Vehicle Charging Station (EVCS) 73

TOTAL 513





LA County compliance with SB379 for an 
online, automated permitting platform
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LA County Compliance with SB379

SB379 requires a software platform that must be:
◦ Capable of verifying code compliance or issuing permits in real time.
◦ Consistent with the system parameters, configurations, and eligibility of SolarAPP+.

LA County elected to utilize their existing EpicLA platform to comply with SB379 by implementing 
two new “express permit” types:
◦ Express Solar Roof Mount Residential
◦ Express Solar Roof Mount Residential with Energy Storage System
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LA County Compliance with SB379
To comply with California Senate Bill 379, LA County took the following steps:

1) Created “express permit” types as part of the EpicLA (Energov) online system.
◦ These application types were developed by the in-house IT Section. A copy of the design 

template used to make these permit application types is available to be shared.
◦ EpicLA collects general information about the solar and energy system.
◦ The applicant is responsible for providing accurate inputs, which are used to generate the fee 

and subsequently create a permit for those items.
◦ Inspections can be scheduled online through EpicLA as well.
◦ Additional information is provided to the applicants concerning outside agency involvement 

such as Fire Department and Department of Regional Planning (Coastal Commission).
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LA County Compliance with SB379
To comply with California Senate Bill 379, LA County took the following steps:

2) Trained inspectors for review and inspections of solar and solar/ESS installations.
◦ Inspection guide checklists for the express permit types were created.
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Q&A
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Questions? 
For additional questions about this program, 

please contact the CALBO Office at 
916-457-1103 or info@calbo.org


