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Overview Of Land Development In
California

Site Evaluation Prior to Purchasing the Land

Determine Costs and Revenues

Planning Department Permit Review and Approval

Building Department Permit Review and Approval

Other Agency Permit Review and Approval




Vocabulary




Vocabulary 1 Parcel

I Where a property line surrounds a lot or tract of land
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Vocabulary T Subdivision

I The division of a lot or parcel of land into two or

more lots or parcels by adding property lines for
sale, development, or lease.
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Vocabulary

. Grades

I The average elevation of land aro
building or on a parcel

I The percent of rise or descent of a slop




Planning Department Review and

Approval

. 4 WaysLand is Regulated by a Plannin
Department , Government Code 65000 et seq

Planning Law

In California

1 2 3
Local General Local Zoning Subdivisi
Plan Law ubdivisions




1. General Plan

Over 400 incorporated cities, and counties Iin

California.
State law requires that eac

n of these jurisdictions

adopt "a comprehensive, loitdgrm general plan

for the jurisdictions physica

development.”

. This general plan is the official city or county
policy regarding the location of housing,
business, industry, roads, parks, and other {and
uses, protection of the public from noise and
other environmental hazards, and conservation of

natural resources.



1. General Plan

. The legislative body of each city (the city
council) and each county (the board of
supervisors) adopts

I zoning ordinances,
I subdivision ordinances,
I and other ordinances

to regulate land uses and to carry out the
policies of its general plan.



1. General Plan

. Abl ueprinto for futu
. The general plars not the same as.zoning

. State law requires general plan contain
seven "el ement sn

. The process of adopting or amending a
general plan requires public participation.

. "Community plans"” and "specific plans®
are not part of a general plan
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General Plan = Blue Print

represents the community's view of its future.

. a constitution made up of the goals and policies
upon which the city council, board of
supervisors, and planning commission will base
their land use decisions.

. all subdivisions, public works projects, and
zoning decisions must be consistent with the
general plan. If inconsistent, they must not be
approved.
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General Plan not the same as
Zoning

. general plan and its diagrams
I longtermoutlook,
I Identifies the allowed types of development,
I the general pattern of future development.

. Zoning regulates

I presentdevelopment through specific
standards

 lot size, building setback, and a list of allowable
uses.
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General Plan =7 Elements

1. land use element = |location of development
circulation element =major roads and utilities

housing element number and type of
dwellings

4. conservation elemerntuse of natural
resources (water, minerals etc)

5. openspace element preserve natural
resources

noise element identifies noise problems

safety element policies for seismic, flood,
geologic, wildfire issues
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