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Building Standards Rulemaking

2Commission Meetings: December 17-19 and January 26-28



Building Standards Rulemaking
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Commission Meetings:
2024 Triennial Cycle Commission Meetings (ca.gov)
Next: February 26-28, 2025: Access, 
BFO/SDLF

https://www.dgs.ca.gov/BSC/Rulemaking/2024-Triennial-Cycle/Commission-Mtgs


Building Standards Rulemaking
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Commission Meetings:
2024 Triennial Cycle Commission Meetings 
(ca.gov)

https://www.dgs.ca.gov/BSC/Rulemaking/2024-Triennial-Cycle/Commission-Mtgs
https://www.dgs.ca.gov/BSC/Rulemaking/2024-Triennial-Cycle/Commission-Mtgs


2025 CBC – Chapter 11B 
(Effective Jan 1, 2026)
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February 26-28, 2025, Commission Meeting

February 26-28, 2025, Commission Meeting

https://www.dgs.ca.gov/BSC/Rulemaking/2024-Triennial-Cycle/Commission-Mtgs/2025-02-26
https://www.dgs.ca.gov/BSC/Rulemaking/2024-Triennial-Cycle/Commission-Mtgs/2025-02-26


▪ Public Housing and Housing at a Place of Public Education: 

▪ Clarifying the term “Restroom” in lieu of variant use of “Bathroom” in multiple locations

▪ Clarifications related to the requirements for housing at a place of education meeting the standards for 

transient lodging.

▪ Various section reference clarifications.

▪ Scoping requirements when site impracticality tests are applied (Door Signal devices and interior door 

opening width).

▪ Technical requirements for mobility units in public housing (Door signal devices, Hi/low viewing devices and 

washing machines and clothes dryers).

▪ Clarification of the required clearance for personal lift devices.

▪ Transfer shower size clarification with new figure.

▪ EVCS: Clarifying exceptions related to fleet and assigned EVCS.

▪ Detectable Warnings: Clarifying extent at long sections of blended transitions.

▪ Clarifying that the required clear floor space at accessible dining surfaces in dining facilities may not 

overlap the accessible route.

▪ Pointer to Chapter 11B in Part 10 California Existing Building Code and to not print accessibility 

sections of the CEBC. 6

2025 CBC – Chapter 11B 
(Effective Jan 1, 2026)



Building Standards Rulemaking
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DSA AC Public Meeting  March 18th

BSC Coordinating Council Meeting May 6th

Access Code Collaborative: TBD



Government Code 4459
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Code Section: Cross Reference: Compare: California Law Government Code - GOV

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/displayCodeAndBill.xhtml?sectionNum=4459.&billVersionSectionId=4475788&lawCode=GOV


Currently under consideration for accessibility

Still being evaluated in preparation for BSC Coordinating Council Meeting May 6, 2025

▪ ICC A117.1 (Previously ANSI A117.1)

▪ New Construction

▪ Turning Space – Both circle and tee space (66”)

▪ Wheelchair Spaces

▪ Housing

▪ Various issues related to the HUD deeming memo

▪ Bed Height in transient lodging

▪ Adult Changing Facilities in Airports

▪ Parallel Curb ramps (space at landing and allowable length of landing when in series)

▪ Emergency Elevator Communication Chapter 30 

▪ Vertical clearance at accessible EVCS.

▪ Part 8, California Historical Building Code – Historic Building Safety Board 9

2025 Intervening Code Cycle
(Effective Jul 1, 2027)



New IRs, Bulletins, Procedures, and Forms
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▪ Form DSA 1-RUH – Updated! 

09/20/24

▪ PR 24-04 – New! Request for 

Finding of Unreasonable Hardship 

Per CBC 11B-202.4 Exception – 

09/18/24

▪ DSA 1-RTI – New! Request for 

Technical Infeasibility – 9/20/24

▪ PL 24-01 – Revised!  Workforce 

Housing Projects And Community 

College Student Housing Projects 

Submitted To DSA



Unreasonable Hardship and Technical Infeasibility
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Highlights
• Issued a procedure to clarify 

requirements and process 
but removed instructions on 
form.

• Updated cost calculation to 
align with Path of Travel 
requirements more strictly.

• 3 year look back revised to 
allow DSA to consider those 
improvements but not 
prescriptively add those 
costs.



Workforce and Student Housing

▪ Projects submitted to the local jurisdiction may have 

local requirements applied to the project.

▪ DSA review is recommended for projects on a 

campus adjacent to other Field Act structures.

▪ On a campus, only buildings are exempt from DSA 
review.  Amenities such as parking available to all 

students and/or faculty must be reviewed by DSA.

▪ If educational spaces are provided within the facility, 

project is not exempt and must come to DSA for 

review.

▪ If submitted to DSA, projects are subject to the 

provisions of the Field Act.

▪ If not submitted to DSA, and adjacent to other 

“school  buildings,” housing will need to be 

physically and functionally separate, and shall 
identified as a non-Field Act structure (EDC 81160, 

CAC 4-310).
12

▪ Projects are exempt from DSA review and 

construction oversight; however, DSA will 

still provide review and construction 

oversight upon request.

▪ Clients may request access-only review by 
DSA in addition to review by local 

jurisdiction.

▪ Projects are public housing and housing at 

a place of education under the CBC, 

including single-family.

AB 306 (Workforce Housing)

Chapter 49 Statutes of 2021

AB 358 (CCD Student Housing)
Chapter 83 Statutes  of 2023



CEBC FLS Provisions: 7.1.24

▪ Applies to all building addition, alteration, change of 

occupancy, and nonconforming building 

rehabilitation projects submitted to the DSA on or 

after July 1, 2024, where the design professional 

chooses to utilize the CEBC.

▪ Compliance methods reflected in Sections 301.2 

(Repairs) and 301.3 (Alteration, Addition, Change of 

Occupancy), have specific and unique requirements 

that affect design and construction that must be 

carefully considered by the design professional. 
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▪ The compliance method adopted and available for use by the design professional is limited to 

Section 301.3.1 Prescriptive Compliance only. 

▪ DSA does not permit application of Section 301.3.2, Work Area Compliance.

▪ DSA does not permit application of Section 301.3.3 Performance Compliance. 



CASp Exams

▪ Administered at ALL four Regional Offices 

(Oakland, Sacramento, Los Angeles and San 

Diego

▪ 3 exam periods annually (Feb, June and 

October) exam period = 1 week

▪ Mondays and Fridays twice each day.

▪ Completely electronic exam in development.

▪ 1,203 Certified Access Specialists to date

▪ 917 Active CASps

▪ June Open Book Exam project type:

▪ Newly constructed recreation facility and 

site improvements.
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2025 Valuation Threshold

15



Photo by J. Kelly Brito on Unsplash 

DSA Academy website

Accessibility Training:

California EVCS Accessibility

Housing at a Place of Education
Circulation Paths

CRASCA CASp Reports

Free, On Demand, CEU credit

Sustainability Topics:

All-Electric Schools Kitchen of the Future
Green Schoolyards

Structural Safety:

2022 Code Amendments

Structural Plan Review

Coming soon:
CALGreen Embodied Carbon Regulations

Update to California EVCS Accessibility

Free, On Demand, CEU credit

DSA Academy
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https://unsplash.com/@heykellybrito?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/online-learning?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://learning-dgs.csod.com/client/learning-dgs/dsa.aspx


SUBSCRIBE

TO OUR 

LISTSERV!
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DSA 
Q&A
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Email questions to 

Eric.driever@dgs.ca.gov
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