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VIRTUAL CAREER EXPO

Get ready to learn about the building safety industry, current and future job
openings, and career opportunities. This FREE virtual event is sponsored by
California Building Officials and Diablo Valley College, Workforce Development.
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SPRING 2025
CALBO VIRTUAL CAREER EXPO
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 30 - 3:30 - 5:30PM

CALBO: Mike Brinkman, CALBO Vice President

College: Beth Arman, Ph.D., Senior Dean, Career and Community Partnership, Diablo Valley
College

Keynote: John Caprarelli, City Building Official, City of Santa Clarita
International Code Council (ICC): Karyn Beebe, Government Relations Regional Manager
Wrap Up and Break Out Room Choice: DVC - MC

Room 1: Plan Review and Building Administration
Volunteers: Matthew Farrell and Alexandra Molina

Room 2: Women in Building Safety
Volunteers: Tamisha Mitchell and Ceci Muela

Room 3: Private Sector - Why Choice this Route?
Volunteers: Brian Gumpert and Nicholle Moore

Room 4: General Questions - Why Should | Want to Work in this Industry?
Volunteers: Gil Estrada and Amir Hamidzadeh

Room 5: Building Inspection and Code Enforcement
Volunteers: Mike Brinkman and Daniel Sanchez

Room 6: Using Drone Technology for Building Safety
Volunteers: Shane Hiday, Sara Kelly and Anayeli Rangel

Room 7: Permit Technicians - The Front Line
Volunteers: Crickett Brinkman and Carmen Pina

Room 8: DVC Room for Education Questions
Volunteers: Beth Arman and Bernie Zipay

Please review the room descriptions on pages 3-5. (—‘
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ROOM DESCRIPTIONS

Room 1: Plan Review and Building Administration

Plan checkers are professionals who review and verify blueprints and construction
documents for accuracy and compliance with building codes. They may also perform
inspections of building sites and buildings to ensure construction follows the plans. They
use various tools to check for errors and ensure eligibility requirements are met. They also
produce construction documentation and create shop drawings. Their role often involves
operating office equipment and performing tasks in a temporary capacity.

Building officials have the authority to enforce building codes within their jurisdiction.
Usually working for government agencies, a building official is in charge of conducting
building inspections to determine if the construction complies with the safety standards
and regulations. They may also approve or deny permit applications, review requirements,
and verify documents. Moreover, a building official also has managerial office duties such as
supervising and leading staff to reach goals, setting daily objectives, establishing timelines,
delegating responsibilities, and implementing policies and regulations.

Room 2: Women in Building Safety

There are unique career paths and expanding opportunities for women in inspections,
permitting, engineering, leadership, and more. Join a conversation with women working in
building safety as they share their personal journeys and highlight career insights for the
next generation.

Room 3: Private Sector - Why Choice this Route?

Conventionally, local governments implement and enforce building codes through a building
or development services department, staffed by government employees. However, as
municipal staffing is struggling though the wave of retirements and construction volumes
that are still on the rise, jurisdictions have found it difficult to maintain this enforcement
structure while ensuring the same level of quality, timeliness, and customer service.

Local Government sometimes utilizes third-party code enforcement services to assist. These
private sector companies help support Building Departments with Permit Technician
services along with Plan Checking and Inspections. This is a great place to start a career as

you may work for many different jurisdictions. (—\
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Room 4: General Questions - Why Should | Want to Work in this Industry?
For attendees who are not sure what a local City or County Building Department does and
may want to discuss possible career choices available.

Room 5: Building Inspection and Code Enforcement

A building inspector is responsible for inspecting the safety and security of the building
location, including its structural quality and construction documents. Building inspectors
coordinate with landowners or institutions to verify code regulations compliance for various
permit types. A building inspector must have excellent communication and analytical skills.

A building inspector's responsibilities include reviewing various plans in the field to ensure
accuracy in product approval selection and fire ratings, investigating complaints regarding
unauthorized or unsafe building use or construction, and conducting occupancy, building,
and ordinance inspections for commercial and residential properties. They also consult with
contractors, design professionals, developers, and homeowners relating to compliance with
construction requirements. They perform field reviews of plans and specifications and
oversee the inspection of new and existing structures to determine compliance within city
codes.

Room 6: Using Drone Technology for Building Safety

Building departments are continually embracing new technologies to enhance efficiency
and to better serve their communities. Explore how drone technology is revolutionizing
building inspections—enabling staff to access hard-to-reach areas, monitor construction
progress, and strengthen code compliance. This innovative tool is helping to reshape the
future of building safety careers and creating new opportunities in the field.

Room 7: Permit Technicians - The Front Line

Permit technicians are the first point of contact for the public at municipal offices that
distribute permits. They examine plans, blueprints, and other documents to verify accuracy
according to the building code and completeness; explain requirements and provide
information to permit applicants; and process permit applications. Permit technicians also
assist building inspectors in their day-to-day duties and perform basic data entry tasks.
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Room 7: Permit Technicians - The Front Line (cont.)

This career requires excellent written and verbal communication skills and data entry
proficiency. Level Il permit technicians coordinate with other relevant agencies regarding
permit requirements, process building permit appeals, suspensions or revocations, and
assist in engineering related functions to ensure that code requirements are being met.

Room 8: DVC Room for Education Questions

Do you have questions regarding what classes would be most suited for a Building Safety
career choice? Room 8 has volunteers from DVC who can discuss and help you move
forward.
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